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SUBJECT: SENGHOR EXPECTS APRIL FRANCO-AFRICAN CONFERENCE IN 
DAKAR TO FOCUS ON COORDINATION OF DEFENSE EFFORTS 

1 . IN DECEMBER 31 MEETING ON ANOTHER SUBJECT: REPORTED 
SEPTEL), SENEGALESE PRESIDENT SENGHOR TOLD AMBASSADOR 
THAT FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVISOR TO PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD 
MET WITH HIM PREVIOUS DAY TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
FRANCO-AFRICAN CONFERENCE (DAKAR 7249) WHICH WOULD BRING 
FRENCH PRESIDENT AND ABOUT 30 CHIEFS OF STATE OR 
GOVERNMENT TO DAKAR NEXT APRIL. (WE PRESUME THIS WAS 
REFERENCE TO RENE JOURNIAC, TECHNICAL COUNSELLOR IN 
FRENCH PRESIDENCY, WHO DELIVERED MESSAGE FROM 
GISCARD TO SENGHOR DECEMBER 30). 

2. SENGHOR STATED THAT AMONG GOALS OF MEETING WOULD 
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BE CLOSER COORDINATION OF DEFENSE EFFORTS. HE SAID 
US SHOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE DANGER OF SOVIET/CUBAN 
MENACE IN AFRICA. FRANCPHONE AFRICANS INCREASINGLY WERE 
AWARE OF DANGER THIS REPRESENTED. SENGHOR REMARKED THAT 
EVEN MALIANS WERE HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS AND SAW NEED TO 
STRENGHTHEN THEIR LINKS WITH TRADITIONAL FRANCOPHONE WEST 
AFRICAN NEIGHBORS IN FACE OF UNCERTAINTY OF ALGERIAN 
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